THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

alliance between us, that having received heretofore letters of
credence unto you, he shall be contented for this time to allow
the same as part of your credence, and give no less faith unto
your declaration and requisition than if he had received our
letters thereupon. Ye may add thereunto, if ye see cause, that
the fault we wrote not, to your judgement, is to be imputed
to the negligence of the Secretary, who gave us no warning
thereof. . . .

xi.To CHARLES V

[Feb. 13, 1539.]

RIGHT HIGH, RIGHT EXCELLENT AND MIGHTY PRINCE, our very
dear and well-beloved brother, cousin, and perpetual ally, in the
most effectual and hearty manner we recommend us unto you.
Having of late been credibly informed that Cardinal Pole hath set
out to journey towards you, the cause of which, is, as we under-
stand, for no good, but to sow discord and dissension where is
amity and concord : moreover his disposition, as we have proved,
is so cankered that from it can no good thing proceed; but weep-
ing crocodile tears he will, if it be possible, pour forth the venom
of his serpent nature.

Not only, therefore, do we desire to advertise you by these
presents that he is to us very ingrate, rebel and traitor; and that
since he has received the cardinal's hat, and before that, he, with
divers other traitors, being of his kindred, hath conspired the
destruction of our person, of Prince Edward our son, and of the
Lady Mary and the Lady Elizabeth our daughters; of the which,
by the laws of our kingdom, he has been indicted and found
guilty: but also, by these our letters, to pray and require you, as
he is undoubtedly our rank rebel and traitor, that you will neither
do noi: show him any favour, support nor comfort, as a person
malicious to all Princes, according as the ancient friendship and
alliances between us, and the treaties of peace require, that you
will refuse him access to you, and send him forth and expel him
from your dominions, and otherwise treat him as our traitor,
according to the treaties and as you would that we in like case
should do for you.

We have charged our trusty and well-beloved councillor Sir
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